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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 08334 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ECON, FR, SA 

SUBJ: FRENCH AGREE TO PROPOSED MEETING ON ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

REFS: A. STATE 54137. B. PARIS 7711. 

1 . AFTER SOME HESITATION, FRENCH HAVE AGREED TO PRO- 
POSED INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING ON ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA ON MARCH 16-17. FRENCH DELEGATION 
WILL PROBABLY BE LED BY CHRISTIAN D'AUMALE. QUAI 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, AND 
WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF FINANCE 
MINISTRY AND QUAI UN DIRECTORATE. FRENCH REQUEST 
INFORMATION ON TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING, AND OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS INSOFAR AS THEY MAY ALREADY BE KNOWN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. FRENCH AT FIRST TOLD US THEY WERE INCLINED TO 
PROPOSE ALTERNATIVE DATES BEGINNING MARCH 23. THEY 
FELT PERIOD BETWEEN TWO ROUNDS OF FRENCH ELECTIONS 
WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR THEM. FYI: AFRICAN 
POLICY IS ONE OF THE FOREIGN POLICY AREAS MOST 
LIKELY TO CHANGE IF THE LEFT WINS THE ELECTIONS; THUS 
FRENCH OBVIOUSLY FELT A MEETING AFTER THE ELECTIONS, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

WHEN THE POLITICAL SITUATION WOULD BE CLARIFIED, WOULD 
BE MORE USEFUL. END FYI. WE ARGUED THAT DATES HAD 
BEEN CHOSEN TO ENSURE THAT MEETING HELD BEFORE UN 
DEBATE WHICH WE UNDERSTOOD WOULD BEGIN ABOUT MARCH 21, 

AND NOTED THAT AT LEAST ONE OTHER COUNTRY HAD ALREADY 
ACCEPTED FOR MARCH 16-17. DESPITE THEIR HESITATION, 

FRENCH LATER INFORMED US OF THEIR ACCEPTANCE. 

HARTMAN 
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